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many favours. She had on one occasion asked to be made a
lady of 'Sternkreuzorden', although she admitted that her great-
grandmother had been bourgeois; but he forgot all this when
he received a picture of her and sent her his in return. Then
events at home began to claim his attention as, owing to failing
Jiealth, the King no longer held the reins of government as he had
done formerly, and the leading men in the world of art and of
technical science began to address their requests to the Crown
Prince for his intervention. In the autumn of 1824 he had
succeeded in securing Cornelius as Director of the Academy of
Arts in Munich.

The ties with Austria had in the meantime been strengthened.
Ludwig's stepsister, Princess Sophie, had married Archduke Karl
Franz in November, 1824. After Ferdinand, the Emperor's son,
this Prince was next heir to the throne, and it was very doubtful
whether Ferdinand, owing to his mental state, even came into the
question as heir. It did not look as if Karoline Auguste were
going to have any children, but this latest marriage made it
possible that a child of Ludwig's sister would one day ascend
the throne of Austria.

Although the Crown Prince had been away for a long time,
one of the chief reasons for this absence being his disapproval
of many of the Government's actions, he still found it very
difficult to refrain from interfering. Several loyal friends had
kept him informed of all events which had taken place. Chief of
these friends was Heinrich Freihen von der Tann, who, with
Count Karl Seinsheirn, was one of his old Gottingen University
friends.1 Tann had been accustomed to send the Crown Prince
a satirical and witty, but very apt kind of chronicle of all Govern-
ment and society news. His expressions, which were coarse at
times, pleased the Crown Prince because indicative of the candour
and plain sincerity of a man who wanted nothing for himself
and only wished to keep his royal master fully and faithfully
informed. Von der Tann listened everywhere, interested himself
in everything, and called himself 'homme de milks affaires'. He
had, for example, drawn up an original 'Rogues List', on which
were entered all those who, in his opinion, worked only for them-
selves and their own interests and not for the Royal House or their
country. His character accorded well with that of the Crown

1 Crown Prince Ludwig to Heinrich von der Tann, Munich, 15th March, 1825.
Archives of the Tann family.